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EDITORIAL COMMENT 

Keep Up Your Association Membership 

Every nurse should keep up her membership in our state and 
national associations, for many reasons, the chief one being that if 
she is a good soldier, she will want to count one in the great nursing 
army. Each of us inherits many benefits which result from the efforts 
of our predecessors; it is now our privilege to help improve condi- 
tions for our own and for future generations. A lesser and more 
selfish reason for keeping up our association ties is that membership 
in the American Nurses' Association is one of the eligibility require- 
ments for obtaining a scholarship from the Isabel Hampton Robb 
Memorial Fund or for obtaining help in time of need from the Relief 
Fund. 

We are often asked, "How may one join the American Nurses' 
Association?" and we reply, "Through the state association of one's 
actual residence." This state membership may be accomplished in one 
of two ways. When a nurse graduates, she quite naturally joins her 
alumnae association ; if her school is one of acceptable standards, and 
if she continues to live in the same city, that act, alone, makes her a 
member also of the district association (where there are districts), 
of the state association, and of the American Nurses' Association. 

If a nurse moves away from her own district, the problem is still 
simple, though different. In this case, although she may retain mem- 
bership in her own alumnae association, as a non-resident, she drops 
out of district, state, and national membership in that old locality. 
She must now make herself a part of the community of her actual 
residence, in order to retain membership in the American Nurses' 
Association. If this state is divided into districts, she should join 
the district association as an individual member. If not, she should 
join the state association as an individual member. 

There is still another problem to be solved, — that of nurses who 
are not stationary or who are out of the country. Nurses who have 
gone to another community for their health and who are soon to 
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return home, nurses who are in the Army or Navy, and those who are 
serving in other countries as missionary nurses, are allowed active 
membership in their own alumnae associations, as that is the only way 
in which their membership in the American Nurses' Association can 
be retained. 

Some Army, Navy, and United States Public Health nurses, who 
have long appointments, join the state and district associations of 
their residence, and are a great help in local or state work ; but those 
who do not know what the next turn of fortune's wheel will bring 
them, should keep up their alumnae membership with all that it offers 
them, even if they are never at hand for an alumnae meeting. 

The League Convention 

All nurses, whether League members or not, are invited to attend 
the convention to be held in Kansas City, Missouri, April 11-14. For 
particulars, consult the announcement in the department of Nursing 
News. Nurses holding executive positions in hospitals or training 
schools, and those engaged in teaching, will find these meetings par- 
ticularly helpful. 

Sectional Meetings 

We learn that two sectional meetings are to be held in this, the 
odd year, when no convention of the American Nurses' Association is 
due. As before, the upper corners of our country are the active 
ones, — the northwestern and the northeastern. 

In the northwest, the states of Idaho, Montana, Oregon and Wash- 
ington are planning for a joint meeting on June 22, 23, and 24 in 
Portland, Oregon. 

The New England group, comprising the five New England 
States, is a definitely organized association, with by-laws, officers and 
dues. This group will hold its biennial meeting in Concord, New 
Hampshire, May 10, 11, and 12. The programme promises to be 
of great interest, with special reference to nursing problems of the 
present time, and it is hoped that all New England nurses will keep 
these dates in mind and will plan to attend the meetings. Doubtless 
the state secretaries will be able to give definite information regarding 
place of meeting and hotels, to inquirers in their own states. 

The Survey of Schools of Nursing in Missouri 

A Journal reader sends us the following account of the nursing 
survey in her state, recently made by Sara E. Parsons : 

Since October 1, Sara E. Parsons has been working in Missouri, making a 
statewide survey of the nursing schools. This survey was undertaken through 
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the initiative of the nurses, themselves, who deplore the low standards, which 
they realize exist, and who are determined to raise these standards, if that is at 
all possible. At any rate, the first step was to take an account of stock and find 
out exactly where the state stands regarding nursing education. It seemed un- 
likely that the educational standard of the nursing schools should be high, since 
that of public education, generally, throughout the state is low, — Missouri having 
the unenviable reputation of ranking thirty-fourth in the amount appropri. ted 
for education, and forty-sixth in the amount appropriated for public health. An 
interesting feature of the Missouri survey is the fact that it was not only initiated, 
but has been financed, by the nurses, themselves. Every graduate nurse in the 
state, through the district organizations, was asked to give one dollar toward the 
fund. The amount needed was raised without difficulty, and Miss Parsons has 
now completed her work. One object in making this survey was to obtain accurate 
facts upon which to base an amendment to the Nurse Practice Law of the State. 
Here again the nurses have shown their devotion to the cause of higher education 
and elevation of standards by bringing Mrs. Helen Hoy Greeley to the state con- 
vention in October to discuss the existing bill to suggest changes and methods 
of procedure. A legislative committee was appointed at the convention and 
several meetings were held before Mrs. Greeley returned to Washington. Since 
that time a new bill has been drafted and Mrs. Greeley is now in Jefferson City 
in the interest of the nurses. An office has been established for her, a stenographer 
provided, and Miss Parsons will work with her. The additional expense of 
legislation will be met by subscriptions from the nurses of the state. This time 
each nurse is expected to contribute five dollars to the fund. Whatever the present 
outcome may be, nothing will have been left undone in the effort for improved 
conditions. 

The major changes in the bill provide: (1) mandatory registration of nurses 
and attendants: (2) the establishment of courses for attendants; (3) a gradual 
raising of educational requirements for admission to nursing schools, until the 
requirements will be completion of a high school course; (4) the appointment of 
an educational director, who shall visit the schools regularly in the interest of 
nurse education. 

Progress of State Registration 

In many states there is legislative activity, either in the form of 
providing new and better laws, or in combating injurious amend- 
ments to those now in force. 

In Arizona, a bill for state registration of nurses has been passed, 
has been signed by the Governor, and therefore becomes a law. We 
hope to publish the text of this bill in the May Journal. 

In Ohio, a bill has been introduced in the legislature which would 
abolish the secretary of the State Medical Board, who is also secretary 
of the Nurses' Examining Board, and would provide for a director, 
an appointee of the Governor, not necessarily a professional person, 
who would exercise authority over the medical, nursing, dental, and 
other professional boards of the state. 

In Wisconsin, the State Board of Education and the State Board 
of Health are rivals in asking the nurses' examining committee to 
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come under their jurisdiction, while the Medical Examining Board 
would like to retain it as part of its work, the condition now existing. 
The nurses of the state wish, under whichever board they find them- 
selves, to have a full time secretary who will also inspect nursing 
schools. 

In Texas, the nurses are anxious to improve their law, but a 
senator whose bill for a one-year training was defeated several years 
ago, is lying in wait to oppose them, so success seems doubtful. 

In Indiana a bill lowering the present standards of nursing 
education has been killed and another has been introduced giving 
the Nurses' Examining Board power to employ an educational 
director. It is hoped that the latter will become a law. 

West Virginia is considering legislation having for its object the 
training and examination of practical nurses. 

In Michigan, a "Nurses' and Attendants' bill" is being presented 
to the legislature. 

We are glad to publish all laws or amendments which are actually 
passed and which become law. Will all concerned with nursing legisla- 
tion keep us informed and send us three copies of each successful bill? 

A Child Health Demonstration 

The National Child Health Council consists of representatives of 
six national organizations which are either wholly or partly engaged 
in health work for children. One of the ultimate goals of the 
council's efforts will be the development of a comprehensive and 
well balanced child health programme on a national scale. Therefore, 
members of the council feel that it is especially appropriate that a 
demonstration of what such a programme can be should be carried out 
in some community with the cooperation of all who are joining in the 
national movement. The place selected for this demonstration will be 
announced later. 

The Lists of Accredited Schools 

Requests are constantly received for copies of the List of Ac- 
credited Schools, prepared by the Publication Committee of the 
American Nurses' Association, early in 1920, and sold for $1.04, which 
includes postage. As the edition is now one year old, it has been 
decided that in lots of 25, the books will be sold at half price, that is, 
$12.50 for 25 copies. The price of single copies remains the same. 

An Appeal for Knitters 

The Service League for the Handicapped, of Chicago, an organ- 
ization working for the civilian handicapped of the nation, asks 
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for volunteers to knit stump socks. Wool and needles may be pur- 
chased from the organization which will send directions, on request. 
This League is supported largely by membership fees and voluntary 
contributions ; it is endorsed by the Chicago Association of Commerce. 

News of Interest to All 

M. Adelaide Nutting, director of the Department of Nursing and 
Health, Teachers College, New York, is having her Sabbatical Year 
and has sailed for Algiers with members of her family, to spend some 
weeks or months in relaxation. 

Ella Phillips Crandall, former Executive Secretary of the 
National Organization for Public Health Nursing, has undertaken a 
year's work in New York City in making a study in community 
organization for the self support of health protection of mothers and 
young children. The associations participating in this study are the 
Maternity Center Association, the New York Diet Kitchen Associa- 
tion, and the Henry Street Settlement. 

Katherine Olmstead, a graduate of the Johns Hopkins School of 
Nursing, who has been prominent in various kinds of public health 
work, has sailed for Geneva, Switzerland, to assist Alice Fitzgerald, 
as associate chief nurse of the League of Red Cross Societies, and as 
director of public health nursing. Thirty-four countries have asked 
for help in organizing their public health work. 

Mary E. Lent has resigned her position with the National Organ- 
ization for Public Health Nursing, to become chairman of the Donors' 
Committee of the Johns Hopkins School of Nursing Endowment Fund. 
The Alumnae Association of this school has been working quietly on 
an endowment, for several years, but it has now transformed that 
quiet effort into an active campaign. It is believed that the effort to 
endow the Johns Hopkins School will benefit other schools as well, for 
it will help put nursing education on a higher plane and will gain for 
it the recognition it should have as a serious branch of learning. We 
may all, therefore, help the efforts of the Johns Hopkins nurses in 
every possible way and heartily wish them success. 

An Explanation 
In the February Journal, page 287, we announced a combina- 
tion rate of $4.50 between this Journal and the Pacific Coast Journal 
of Nursing. This has been mis-read by some, as meaning a combina- 
tion of The Public Health Nurse and the Pacific Coast Journal. The 
Public Health Nurse has no combination rate with either of the 
other magazines. 



